DICKRAN KOUYMIIAN

Three unique gold Coins
of the Eldigiizid Atabegs of Northwestern Iran'

The fortunes of the Seljuks of Iran were revived for an additional three decades
after the mid-twelfth century, thanks to the strength of their Fldigiizid atabegs.
Upon the capture (548/1153) and finally death (551/1157) in Khurisin of the Great
Seljuk Sultan Sanjar b. Malikshih, his brother Sultan Mubammad, the Seljuk ruler
of western Iran, remained the only important representative of the dynasty in the
Islamic East. He took Sanjar’s more elevated title, the Supreme Sultan (al-salfdn al-
a"zam) in place of his own, the Exalted Sultan (al-sulfin el-mu’arzaem). However,
shortly after, in a bid to consolidate the Seljuk position in Iraq and Iran, he failed
to take Baghdad despite a three month siege in 551-2/1157, and retired to his
capital Hamadin, sick and broken, to die there in 554/1159. Western Iran, espe-
cially the province of al-Jibil, was left in chaos with the provincial amirs attempt-
ing to reunite the area’s resources under a suitable Seljuk candidate ®. In 555/1160

1. The preliminsry rescarch on Uhese coins was dome under George C. Miles during the American
Numismatic Seciety Summer Seminar in 195 The coins have been described and discussed
in the author's wnpublished doctoral dissertation, A Numismalic Hisfory of Soctheasierm
Caueasia and A dharbdyjin Based on the Jslamic Coinage of the 5t/ 11th fo the Tilj13th Century,
Columbis University, New York, (1969), University Microfilms No. 70-17,025 (hereafter referred
to as Namismalic Historg), 348-357. The author takes this opportunily to acknowledge a
research and travel grant from the American University in Caire in 1970 which enabled him
to examine at first hand the Fldighsid colns in the Hermilage Museum, Leningrad, and the
Armenisn State Historical Moseum, Erevan. and to thank the curators of these institutions
who were so helpful during his brief stay : in Erevan, Kh. Musheghvan, and in Leningrad, A.
LWMLT.W. He would also like to thank the Repsarch Board of the
American University of Beirut for a travel grant enabling him to sttend the International
Nuomismatic Congress in New York and Washington in September 1973.

2 A convenient summary of twelfth century Seljuk history can now be found in C. E. Besworth,
““The Political and Dynastic History of the lramisn Werld (ap. 1000-1217) The Camibridge
Historg of Irar, Vol. 5 (hereafter CHT, 5), The Saljug and Monge! Periods, edited by J. A
Bovle (1368), 135-157, 167-184. A more detailed account of the Sclijuks of Irag (as the dynasty
of weetern Iran was called) will be found in K. A. Luther's unpablisthed doctoral dissertation,
The Political Transjormalion of the Seljung Selianate of Irog and Weslern Iren: 1152-1137,
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they chose once again as sultan Sulayminshih b. Muhammad * When their
choice proved unfit for the office, the amirs opted to allow the ruler of Arrin and
Adbarbiyjin, Shams al-Din Eldigiz, to put on the Seljuk throne his stepson and
charge Arslanshih b. Tughril L. Because the latter was a minor, Shams al-Din as
his guardian (afabeg) became the ruling power behind the sultanate.

Eldigiiz * was originally the mamiik of a Seljuk vizier and later of the Saltan
Mas"dd (529/1135-547/1152), who appointed him governor of Arrin and gave him
as wile the widow of Sultan Tughnl II (d. 527/1133)% By this union Shams al-
Din became stepfather to her son Arslanshih and eventually his official atabeg.
With the elevated title Supreme Atabeg (atdbak al-a’zam) * he gave new life to the
Seljuk sultanate ; in the name of the youthful ruler he reintegrated into the state
territories previously lost and succeeded in winning the loyalty and respect of the
amirs of al-Jibdl and the caliph. This svstem of rule, of sultan and atabeg, has been
described as a dyarchy 7, and because Fldigiiz was able later to appoint his own
son Mubammad Pahlavin as guardian to Sulan Arslanshih’s son, Tughnl, in

Princeton University, (1964), University Microfilms No. 65-2143, esp. 1-53. Still valuable s
V. V. Barthold, Turkesian down o the Mongel Invasion®, Lomden. (1958), 329-347. The
details are also given in D. K. Kouymjian "An Historical and Dynastle Survey of Cancasia,
Esstern Anatelia and Adharbayjan from the xth to the xinth Cestury” Haigazian College
Review, 2. 1971, esp. 111-120, and in Nomismatic Hisory, §1-91.

3 On Scitan Sulsyminshih see G. C. Miles, The Numismatic History of Ragy (1938), 116
Luther, op. cil. (above u. 2), 114-126 and the hppmﬂ.m-ﬂs:n-x.whum
Cailn of the Shirvinshih Minuchibhr 11 Dated s u 555/1160 o.p05in Near Eastern Numismatics
Iesnegraphy, Epigraphy and History : Studies in Honor of George ©. Miles (1974), 32-3;
and Numismatic History, 165-169.

4. 1 have ased the form Eldigiz as against Arablc Ndegiz ("pidks) used previously in my Nemis-
madtie History in deference to the coins whose legends are umiversally in Arabic. As V. Minorsky
pointed out (Shedies in Caueasion History [1953], 92, n. 1), the Armenlan sources render the
aame Eltkuz {also Eltikuz), to be read Eldgnz or Eldiguz. The Turkish Il-deniz = modernizing
and impossible as Minorsky pointed out ; it | unfortunste that the fslam Ansikiopedisi con-
timues to use that form and that Bosworth in Encyelopardia of friam?, though dting Minorsky's
evidence, continnes to nse [l-defiiz slongside Eldighe See also Nomismatic History, 288, n. 2.

5. For the sources and the lteratare on the Eldighaid dynasty see Nomismatie History. 18-55

pasiim, and 56-60. To this bibliography may be added the following works published since

1967 : C E. Bosworth, Ndefiridy or Eldigirids, Encgelopaedia of Inlam?, and CHI 5, 187-184;

R A. Guseinov "Trakskie Sel"drhukidy, 1I'degizidy i Zakavkaz'e) Pal.Sbor, 21 (84), 1971,

185-198, while containing nothing new on political history, presents interesting comments on

Shams al-Din’s identification with Sher Shams al- Din of the Dede Korku! and Shermadin of

the Georgian epic The Knight in the Tiger's Skin by Shota Rustaveli (p. 195); K. A. Luther,

RivandT's report on the administrative changes of Muhammad Jahin Pahlavin in fran and

Islam in memory of the lafe Viedimir Minorsky, edited by C. E. Besworth, (1971), 393-406.
6. This Is sccording to the Arabic texts and the coins : Persian texts have aidbak-i agam.

7. The term was first used by M. Sananllsh, The Decline of the Saljdgid Empire, Calcutta

- {1938), 7, but only popalarized and fully developed by Luther, ap. cil. (above 8. &}
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1175 %, upon the death of Eldigiz and Arslanshih within a few months of each
other, Pahlavin continued the dvarchy as atabeg to the new sultan.

Under Pahlavin the unity of this state was threatened in several wayvs. First,
he gave his brother (il Arslan semi-autonomous control of the home provinces of
the Eldigizids, namely Adharbiyjin and Arrin®. Secondly, during his lifetime
he seems to have given appanages to his four sons ® — Qutlugh Inanch, Amir-i
Amirin “Umar (both issues of his wife Inanch Khatun), Nusrat al-Din Abdi Bakr,
and Ozbek (sons of a slave woman) — reminiscent of King Lear’s partition amongst
his daughters. Finally, he gave his own mamiik commanders high administrative
ma&mﬁnghﬂim:ﬂmmnldu@ir these Pahlawinivah as they
are called by Ibn al-Athir, were the major cause for the disorganization of the Seljuk
sultanate of Traq at the end of the sixth/twelfth century ®.

The dyarchical svstem finally broke down altogether under the atabegate of
Pahlaviin's successor, (il Arslan (582/1186-587/1191). The main reason seems
to have been Quzil's overtly harsh treatment of the young Tughnl, who tried to
obtain enough support from various amirs of al-Jibal to free the state of Eldigiizid
control. Animosity between sultan and atabeg had grown to such proportions that
a falling out was inevitable. Tughnil refused to cooperate with Quzil; in 584/1188
the ataheg, with Caliph al-Nisir's blessing, quickly retaliated by declaring Tughnl
deposed and Sanjar b. Sulaymin the new sultan in his place. Two years later Quzil
imprisoned Tughril, declared the end of the Seljuk dynasty, and proclaimed himself
sultan 2. Yet, Tughnl, who otherwise is praised in the sources as a man of superior
qualities, was as much to blame for the disintegration of the dyarchy. His desire

8. Lother {The Polifical Transjormation, 301-302) by careful deduction from al-Rivandi, has
established that Eldighz died in Rabi® L, 571/October-November 1175. This date is confirmed
by & short Armenian chronicle, presumably written in the following year, which has Eldigis
alive and laying siege to Ami in 1175: V. A. Hakobyan, Manr famanakagruf yenner XIII
X VI dd. [ Minor Chronicles of the XII1-X VIIIth Centaries, Erevan (19568), No. M, p. 502,
cl-h'—'di:ﬂ:ﬂ-r[ 5 77}

9. Bosworth Tdefirids or Eldighzids, EF?. Apparestly (nml had the northwestern areas with
Tabriz as capital, and Pahlavin, al-Jibil : this Is explicitly confirmed by the Armenian historias
Vardan (d.1371), Hovek'omn patmui’can [['nisersal Historg], ed. L Alishan, Venice (1863)
130-131 ; of. Nomizmatic Hixfery, 292, n. 12

10. sl Rivandi, Rite! alsndir wa dpal alsurdr, od M. Ighdl, GM. S, ns 11 London {1921)
136, and, sl-Husaynl, Akhbdr ei-dewioh al-saljigipah, ed. M. Igbdl Labore (1933), 172-173
o. Numismaiic Hisiory, 252 ; Bosworth, CHT 5, 180, Luther, « Révandl's report s, 306, main
tatns it I8 pot clesr from Rivandl's Information whether this distribution was made just befor
or after Pahlavin's death.

11. Fer _ﬁl”ﬂ“lﬂﬁ_ﬂ.ﬂlﬂ,*ﬂ.[ﬁ'lﬁ
paisim.

12. Rivandl, ap. eil. (above n 10), 363 ; Husaynl, op. eif. (above n. 10), 181-184 ; Bosworth
* Ndetiir®in E1%, and CHI, 5, 181 ; Numismatic History, 292. On al-Nigir's nvelvement se
Lather, The Political Transformatisn, 253
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for more control of Seljuk affairs was natural ; but he failed, as did Qunl, to appreciate
that only becguse the dvarchy — a combination of Eldigizid military strength and
the prestige of the Seljuk name — had existed and in fact worked, was it possible
for the Seljuks of Iraq to keep ruling in western Iran as late as the eighties of the
sixth/twelfth century.

Quil's sultanate was short-lived. Toward the end of 587/1191, the « Saltans
was murdered under mysterious circumstances ; shortly after, Tughnl was released
from his imprisonment ®. For the next three years he fought against Qutlugh Inanch
who had taken over the Eldigizid heritage in al-Jibdl. Qutlugh lost no time in
“hﬁeﬂhﬁm&h&hTﬂhﬁt«hﬁp,mdh&ﬂﬁll?ﬂ the latter took
Rayy, made peace with Tughnl, and returned to Khurisin. Tughnl, lacking the
support of Caliph al-Nisir, having alienated the amilrs of al-Jibal — his only real
source of personal power — by arbitrary actions against them, constantly at war
with the ElMigiizids, first Quzil, then Qutlugh Inanch and finally Abi Bakr, never-
theless, decided to attack the Khwirazmian troops and Qutlugh at Rayy. Out-
numbered and refusing to wait for his own reinforcements, he hopelessly, foolishly,
but bravely plunged at the head of his troops into Tekish's army near Rayy and
perished. His head was sent to the caliph in Baghdad ™. The Great Seljuk Sultanate
was ended. Iran and the lands to the east were never again to have a Seljuk ruler.
It was left to the branch of the family in the west, the Seljuks of Rim, to carry the
dynastic name on until the turn of the thirteenth-fourteenth century before its
total disappearance from the pages of Near Eastern history.

The Eldigiizid state was to survive the collapse of the Seljuks of Irag. For an-
other thirty years until 622/1225, the atabegs continued to rule but in an area limited
mostly to their home territories in northwestern Adharbdyjin and Arrin ®. As
mentioned above much of al-Jibil had come under Khwirazmian control already
before Tughnl's death ™, though not so firmly that amirs and atabegs as well as the

13 Rivandl, op. eif. (above n. 10) 343 : Husaynl, ap. cif. (above n. 10), 181. It is suspected that
(rol's new bride, his brother's former wife, Inanch Khatun, mether of Qutlugh, poisoned him.
hhhﬂ—mnmmwmmm“nu-mm
-m-u-umu For the detalls see T. Houstma! Some Remarks
-hmummmmml1m1nla 151. CL Numis
mwatic Historg, 293 ; Bosworth, CHI 5, 181 ; Luther, The Politicnl Treasjermatisn, 252-253.

14. Tughnil was only twenty-five when he died. According to al-Juvsini he was personally killed
by Qutlogh Inanch, Te'rikh-i Jahdn-Geshd, English tram , J. A Boyle, The History of the
World-Conguerer, 2 vols. Cambridge, Mass. (1958) 1, 302-303 ; see also Boswerth, CHT 5, 182,
= 1, for citstions from the other souroes, and Luther, The Political Transformation, 355-256.

15. For detsils on the desth of the last atabeg, Ozbek, see below, n. 53.

16. Upon Tughnl's death Tekish occupied the capital Hamadin and all of al-Jibdl. The Eldigizid
Qutiugh Inanch was appointed as his governor wstil the latter's death shortly after in 581/
1195, Although his half brother Abd Bakr ruled in Adharbiyjin, Qutlegh was considered
H”—-hlhh-ﬂrnh-q:ﬂ_m- 3
dats for him.
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caliph did not from time to time entertain the hope of regaining parts of it for them
selves.

Shams al-Din Eldigiiz had taken the prerogative of striking coins already befor
his ward Arslanshih became sultan . In doing so he always mentioned the nam
of the Seljuk sultan (the immediate overlord), and usually but not always the caliph *
His successors continued minting co'ns until the end of the dynasty. Of poor qualit
and exclusively in copper, they can be divided into two general types: regular}
and irregularly struck coins ®. The former type, nearly round in shape and bearin,
an almost complete legend, was probably intended for use in adjacent Christia
areas such as the Armenian city of Divin ®. Hoard finds indicate that the outpu
was considerable but that the circulation was local, confined to Adharbiyijin
Arrin and eastern Armenia ®. Unlike some of the neighbouring dynasties, whos
history for certain periods is made intelligible thanks to the contribution of numis
matics ®, the Eldigizids, because of their special relationship with the Seljuk cour

17. For these issues see the awthor's Corpus of Eldigizid Colns, Numismatic Hisfery, 296-30
mos. 1-5
18. Nomismetfic History nos. 8-9, 305-308 ; these enins only bear the name of Soltan Arslanchs
and Eldigiz. They are the most numerous of the twelve basic types of Shams al-Din whie
have come to light and are found principally in areas of dense Christian population sach 2
Dvin (Kb A. Musheghyan, Denezhnoe obrashchenie Deina po numizmatichkim danngm Ereva
[1962]. passim), and N (E. A_ Pakhomov! Monetnoe obrashchenie Azerbaidzhamp
v XII | nachale XIII veka NS [USSH) 28, 1957, §7. -
19. Pakhomov was the first to call sttention to this distinction. He roughly defined them thus
« regularly + strock copper coind were of a definile lorm wsoally circunlar and near uniferm i
weight, which he conjectured allowed them (o be regarded as money with a specific unit valoe
« irregndarty » strock coppers were bits of metal of diverse form. size and weight, rarely con
taining the impression of a whole die, and whose largely Muctuating weight did not sagges
the possibility of their use as unit currency. Rather this irregularly struck copper was sol
or exchanged by weight of minted metal. Furthermore, irregular copper s almost never fonmn
owtside the ares in which il was struck, indicating that it was probably not used ss monetar
units, but as weight-lots of stamped copper in areas of local barter economy. E- A Pakbomo
Morwty Gruzii, 1, Demengel skii period, 51, Petersbarg (1910), 81, sew edition with the hithert
unpublished second volume of his Georgian Coins and a commentary by the editor D. G
Kapanadre, Tifls (1970), 55 and 298 ; idem, Monetnge kiody Azerbaldzhana i Zakeska:'is
I, Bakn {1926}, 26-27 ; idem, op. cil. (above n. 13), 57 ; Musheghyan, op. cif. (above n. 18
30-31 ; of Nomismetic History, 118-123 for & detsiled discussion.
Om circulation in Christian sress see Nomizsmatic Historg, 120-123. and note 18 above.
The evidence Irom coin heards is found in the indispensible and moaumental pablication
all hoards and single finds in the Caucasus by Pakhomev, Monely klady eclc., (above n 19
9 wols., Baku (1926-1966).
22 This is especially true of the Maliks of Darband ( Namismatic History, 243-286), the Bishkinid

2y
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and their own patronage of Islamic men of letters, are blessed with a comparative
richness of literary sources which discuss them directly, Yet, even though we do
not have to rely on.their coins/their history, the numismatic data help clarify various
points and, as we shall see, illuminate certain intentions in their foreign policy.

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries Adharbiyjin and Caucasia, the minting au-
thorities — the Eldigiizids, the Shirviinshihs, the Kings of Georgia, the Bishkinid
Maliks of Ahar, the Maliks of Darband, and an unidentified vassal of the Eldigizids™ —
except for a few base silver pieces of the Shirvinshihs ® and the gold pieces to be
discussed below, struck only copper coins, This was likewise true for the Islamic
rulers, epigones of the Seljuks, to the west and south of the area, in Anatolia, The
explanation usually given is that at a time when the monolithic Great Seljuk Empire's
control of the Near East decayed, allowing indigenous dynasts, amirs and Turkie
generals to take for themselves whatever territory they could, coinage was intended
for limited cireulation in areas which economiecally reverted to a local barler economy
rather than intra-area or international trade ®, (There was also the so-called silver
crisis or famine in the Middle East, resulting in the nearly total absence of coins in
that metal) ®, The only dynasty in western Tran issuing gold was the Seljuk sultanate
of Iraq, but already in the first half of the sixth/twelfth century the quantity and
quality was inferior, Very few preserve either date or mint, George Miles had un-
derlined this situation more than three decades ago on the basis of the excavations
at Rayy ™ ;

« This phenomenon is doubtless in part due to the decentralization of the Seljiq
Empire and the continually harassed stale of the eastern lands ; but perhaps even
more to the degeneration of the coinage (for we are no better supplied with Seljiiq
issucs of other Persian mints during this period), Betweon the last date entered here,
565-006, and the end of the 6th Century, Rayy was nominally in the hands of the
Seljiigs of “Irfiq, and such specimens of their coinage as have been preserved are
so miserably designed and struck that it is not at all surprising that there is this

nasty), an unidentifled Kidigheid vassal for which sven the numismalle evidenes provides
scant help (ibid,, 411-418), as well as the Shirvanshdhs of the sleventh-thirteenth centuries
ihid., esp. 338-243, and Kouymjian, ap. eil. (abave n. 3) 200 and 36,

23, For all these dynasties except the Kingdom of Georgla ses references to Numismatic Historg
In the previous note, For Georglan eolns, in addition to Pakhomov, Monely Grazil, (above
n, 19, sen ). Kepanadze, Gruvinakaia nomismalika, Mossow (1055) with the revised third
adition in Georglan, Tillls (1000) ; . M, Lang, Studies {n ihe Numismatic History of Georgia
in Transeaucasia, (1065), with supplements in NG 1067 and ANS MN 1000,

24, Nos. 111 of the Corpus of Shirvinshih Colns, Numismatie History, 142-160,

26, See nole 10 above.

36, For a discussion and references 1o Lhe lleralure on Lhe sliver erlsis see Numismalic Mistorg
BA-54, n. 118 ; 115-118, 421-425 ; for a conclse statoment on Adharbiyjin, Pakhomov, op. oll.
(above n. 18), 00,

27. Miles, op. all. (above n. 3), 208=217 ; . Namilsmalie M istory, 352353,
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long lncuna in the history of the Rayy mint. The quantity as well as the quality
of the output must have fallen off considerably, for relatively very few ol the coins
of the ‘Iriiq Seljliqs have come to light. This degeneration is Lo me remarkable in
view of the superior quality of the artistic products, of pottery at least, at Rayy
during this period. Very probably the old gold, the good gold of the earlier Seljiqs
and perhaps even of earlier dynastics, continued in use even into the beginning of
the Mongol period, »

It Is in this context that the three gold coins in the American Numismatic Society
which are the subject of this article are of such interes!. They are the only known
gold issues for any of the regional dynasties other than the Seljuks. They are base,
poorly engraved, badly struck and worn, Their formal description and an analysis
of their legends follows.

1. (Pl 65, 3)

AV, Mint name and date lacking. Sultan (7) Abd Bakr b, Mubammad Jahdn
Pahlavin b, Eldigiz (587/1101-607/1211). Caliph al-Nasir Ndinillih (575/1180-
622/1225), »

Obperse
Field within a square inscribed in a triple circle, the center one
made of dols.
7.0 Slakt The Sultan [... 7).
19..0 2N 0 Abl Bakr son of [Mubammad ?)

[7:: Olghgy Ol Jahfin Pahlaviin [... ?)
Margin : to the right between the inscribed square and the first

ring of the triple circle, a sword, probably representing
a famgha ™,

Reverse

Field within o square inscribed in a triple circle, the centre one
made of dots.

) Y1l ) [There is no God] but A[liih).
AUl Jpuy Alamd  [Mubammjed is the Massenger of Allih,
AUl ) o (W1 [ak-Nasir Hidinillih,

26, For an earlier and somewhal different description and analysis of the eoln, Numismabie History,
Eldignaid Corpus, 349-353, no. 45, | would like to thank George Miles and the ANS for sup-
plylag the phalographs of this and the olher lwe gold colns discussed below,

20, Pakhomoy conflrms the use of a sword (in additlon to Lthe more common trident) as an 15
digheld famghd, ap. eif. (above n. 18), B0,
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Margin : at the bottom between the square and the first ring of
the eircle, either a floral ornament or parts of an illegible
legend.

American Numismatic Soclely. Accession No. 63,174, gift
of Y. Nahapetian of Isfahan, d-—28.6-30.0 mm. ; we3.60 gr.

The reverse of the coin presents no problems ; the shahddah and the name of the
Caliph al-Nfgir are clear though the right side of the coin is worn smooth. Our
interest is in the obverse legend. Here, despite the worn left side, aboul five-sixths
of the three line inscription is clearly visible, The reading given above, except for
those sections indicated by an interrogation point, is reasonably certaln. The rd’
of Bakr seems to bo rendered twice, once up, characteristic of final dils and rd’s,
and again down as one would expect. Were there additional words crowded into
the space at the end of each line? It is hard to say. The field is enclosed in a square,
the lower, upper and left sides of which are visible. (A rectangle appears to be ruled
out since it Fnuld not be inscribed in a eircle), The distance from top to bottom is
sixteen millkmeters ; measuring the existing legend we find remaining respectively
four, two and two millimeters at the end of each of the three lines. If these remnants
of lines contained normal words, their letters would have had to have been very
crowded together. Let us assume that this was the case, for such crowding is not
uncommon in this period ®, What then might the additional words be? For the
first line the only possibility would be al-mu‘aggam or al-a’zam, the grealest or
supreme sultan. The second line might contain the conjectured Mubammad ;
indeed there seems to be some traces which suggest that the word extended down-
ward to the third line too, The final line, assuming that the Mubammad from the
line above did not carry down, might conceivably have carried the word atabeg.
If we complete the legend this way, then we would have a title for Abdl Bakr, and
(greatest) sultan would refer to the Khwirazmshih Tekish, In fact according to
al-Juvaini in, 505/1199 the Caliph al-Nfsir gave Tekish the title Sultan of [raq,
Khuriisin and Turkestan ; ™ of course the Khwirazmshih could have unofficially
assumed the title already after his defeat of Sultan Tughril in 5001194,

Continuing our argument from these supposed additions to the obverse legend,
we might further support the case for the title « sultan » referring to someone beside
Abil Bakr by citing another coin, this time of copper, which according to Soret was
issued in Ardabil by Abli Bake and is dated 594/1197-8 %, The reverse is standard

20, For lllusirated examples of Seljuk gold dinars trom Rayy in al-Jibil, see Miles, The Numis-
malie History of Ragy (above n. 3), pl. V.

31 al-Juvaini, ep. cil. (above n. 14), I, 312,

3. I, Sorel™Letire & §. K. M, lo conseiller d'I'tat netuel de Gillos, sur quelques monnales iné-
dites de I'Adherbaldjan® RN 1860, 80.70, no. 5 | the obverse is illusirated, 18568, pl. XXI1I,
fig. 5. Reforence to the same coln with a copy of the line drawing illustrating it ean be found
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with the shahidah and al-Nisir, Commander of the Faithful, in four lines. The
abverse roads : The Greatest Sultan [ The Supreme Shihfinshih [ AbQl Bakr [son of] |
Mubammad. Soret attributed the title sultan to the Khwirazmshih (mistakenly
Jalil al-Din instead of Tekish), and stated that Aboi Bakr had taken the elevated
title Shihinshih, Pakhomov in reporting a similar specimen, but with out mint
name or date, placed question marks beside the first two lines of the observe, but
whether he meant to question the reading or the attribution of the titles, is not
clear 9,

To the best of my knowledge there is no reference in the sources regarding the
taking of the title Shiihdnshih by Abd Bakr or any other Eldigizid. If the title
does refer to the Khwirazmshih, if we can trust the reading of the date H04/1197-8
on the copper coin, and if we add the testimony of al-Juvaini, then our gold piece
No. 1 could be an issue struck by Abii Bakr in 504 on the oceasion of Tekish receiving
the title sultan. However since the gold eoin is not dated, nothing, according to
this line of reasoning, precludes the title from referring to Tekish's successor Mulam-
mad (506/1200-617/1220) and the coin dating from the twelve year perind 595 until
the death of Abfi Bakr in 607,

Yet this supposition, that the title » sultan « refers to other than Abi Bakr and
the supporting argument above, is one to which I personally do not subscribe.
I do not beliove there is enough room for proper additions at the end of the obverse
lines, and I think the traces on the lower left side are part of the word Mubammad.
Furthermore, the rationale followed above leaves Abll Bakr without a title for this
gold issue and on no other example of his coinage does he lack a title ™. Hather it
peems to me that Ab0 Bakr took the title sultan for himsell. He was not the first
Eldigiizid to do so, for his uncle Quzl Arslan had already set the precedence in a
more dramatic way about which the sources speak (see above). Since AbO Bakr

in W. H. Valentine, Harly Muhammedan Colns, i manuseripl n Uhe Ibrary of the Amerloan
Numlsmatie Soclety, N.Y., no. 20, pl. 13, The siyle of Uhe epigraphy, al least according Lo
Soret's drawing, is not ke that of other Eldigocid lssoe. The word Ardabil does nol in fact
appear on the eoln (or line drawing), but Is guessed al by Soret In the elfaced left margin, The
present locatlon of this specimen s unknown,

83, Pakhomoy, op. efl. (above n, 19), Y11 (1057), 47, hoard no, 1700, coln oo, 68, The margins
which seemed to have existed are worn. The adjectives are reversed, al-a’pum for sullan and
al-mu*aggam for shdhnahdh | Lhe obverse ©s In theee lines instead of four, with son of Mubam-
mad moved up with Abfl Bakr, The coln is part of & hoard of 545 copper colns, over hall of
which were Kldigizld, found in Derbend (Darband), Dagistan in 1953, The hoard was deposiled
in the Derbend DMstrict Museum and Is presumably still there.

B, Countlng the gold eoins under study and the copper lssne wilh shdhdnshdh, there are fifteen
imajof Lyjpos with many more minor varianis ; for the corpus of AbQ Bakr's colns see Numisma-
tie History, 323-357, nos. 3147, Except for no. 40 (shdhdnshdh) and the gold pleces, nos. 45«
47, the rest bear the title atabeg or supreme atabeg.
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was Quul’s favored nephew ™, upon the death of the latter in 587, the former with
his uncle's legacy founded a state in Adharbliyjin separate from the rest of the
Eldiglizid inheritance in ak-Jibil which was nominally under Qutlugh Inanch's
control. In fact it is possible that AbO Hakr may have just retained Qunl's sell-
proclaimed title of sultan after his death as a sign of continued defiance toward
Tughnl b. Arslanshih.

Assuming that the title sultan on the copper coin refers to the Khwirazmahih
and shdhdnshdh (perhaps) refers to Abll Bake, for what reason would Abfi Bakr
wish to strike in that same or a later year a gold coin in which he has either no
title or (perhaps) just the title atabeg? It would be unreasonable to imagine that the
Khwiirazmshiihs put pressure on him to strike such coins, for they could have issued
their own without even mentioning Abli Bakr's name. Additionally, in terms of
the economy of the Eldigizid state, Abd Bakr had no monetary reason to strike
gold. Dinars had not been used for currency in his lands for a century ; no new gold
had been struck and very little of the » old gold « has been found in hoards from
the area. Rather this dinar was probably struck by Abli Bakr as a symbolic af-
firmation of his assuming or maintaining the title sultan. When this happened,
is not clear. Most logically it would seem AbQ Bakr would have dared assort himself
in the period not only after the death of the Seljuk Tughril in 590/1194, but after
the death of Tekish in 5061200, when the Khwirazmshihs under Mubammad were
pre-occupled with events in the east ® and when his halfbrother Qutlugh Inanch,
the only other obstacle to Abil Bakr inheriting, at least nominally, the former ter-
ritories of the dyarchy, was also dead.

This dating would call for a reexamination of the Abii Bakr's copper issue mentioned
above. It does not seem to me unthinkable to imagine that both shahdnshidh and
al-sulfdn reler to Abii Bakr. This would recall for him the grandeur of the Great
Seljuk Sultans’, Tughnl Bey, Alp Arslan, and Malikshih, who used the two titles
on their coins ¥, The date of 594 on the copper coin is based on a single worn example
where, in the margin in addition to a clear ninely, there was what Soret read as
the bd' and “ayn of arba’a, four ; but the stroke could just as easily belong to the
ba" and "ayn of sab’a, seven, or the last tooth of the sin and ‘agn of tis‘a, nine,
for the reading 597 or 509 ™, which of course fits very well with the time limits
(505-607) set above for the gold piece. Needloss to say only other specimens of these
coins will help settle the problem in a more conclusive manner,

36, Numismalle History, 397 ; Bosworth, CH/I 5, 180,

3. Bosworth, CHI 8, 184 and n. 1 for relerences Lo Lhe sources,

37, See for example the lssues of these three sultans for Mayy, Miles, op. off. (above n. 3), 108
208, nos. 220, I28-231, 233-235, 2ITA-DIA,

4. Sorel’s drawlng s of no help. The only thing visible ik a doubiful final "agn ; we reference in
n: 33 above,
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2. (Pl &6, 4)
AV. Mint name and date lacking. Sultan (Abii Bakr7) b. Mubammad Jahin Pahla-
viin. Caliph al-Nigir lidinillih, *

{bverse

e ki
[Al) Jpaey lhammal [Mubammad] is the Messenger of A[llih].
15 ) () s Olablai] [The Sujitan . ...(7) Abil [Bakr]
Ol gk Olem Juhiin Pahlavii[n)

Reverse
(a1 Y1) 1) [There is no] God [but Allih]
el 2 Y syl [AJlone. [He has] no associate.

AL (D) o g el [al-NiiJsir ldinillih
[ radadl joell [Commander of the Faithful).
American Numismatie Soclety. E. T. Newell Collection, ex-
Valentine Collection, d=18.5 mm.; w=1.54 gr.

The word sultan is clear ; what follows it on the third line of the obverse is not.
It looks like an animal head, above which is a figure (animal 7) on hands and knees.
More probably it is a word composed of letters which have melted together from wear,
even though such wear is not evident in the rest of the inscription. Perhaps a
stylized Mubammad s concealed within this strange form. This is followed by an
alif, and then a stroke with a point underneath (the engraver added diacritical
marks on both faces of the coin) for ba* followed by a loop for wiw, rendering Abfl,
Below, the words Jahiin Pahlivan # are very clear and tend to add weight to the
reading Abfl (Bakr) above. In the next to the last line of the reverse there appears
to be a small animal (rabbit?) or design above the ya* and nin of lidin. For the
same reasons as stated under No. 1, one is inclined to associate the title al-sulfan
with Abii Bakr.

39, The coin has been somewhal differently discussed in Numismaltie Historg, Eldighzid Corpus,
A60, a64, no. 40

40, The nan of Jahin has passing through it what appears to be a spear forming the most common
af the Eldigheid famghd's, a trident. Oilher examples of this famghd are found in the eclns of
AbQ Bakr, lasues nos. 36-38, Numismaltie Mistory, 337-344, and Oabek, nos. 48.50, ibid., 368-
802 ; see also varlant types of the three pronged spear illustrated in Musheghyan, op. ell.
above n. 18), pl. 16, figs. 113116
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3. (PL 85, 8)
AV. Mint name and date lacking. Abd Bakr (7) b. Mubammad Jahin Pahlaviin
[and/or?] Ozbek () b. Mubammad Jahin Pahlaviin, Caliph al-Nigir lidinillih 4\

Obverse
(D S il [A]bd Bakr (7)
(1) p e lyjli) [O)zbek . . .. ()
s Reverse
[ALU) gy ol [Mubammad] is the Messenger of Al[lih].
[l L] [al-Nasi}r lidinil|1ih),

Ameriean Numismatic Society, E. T. Newell Collection, ox-
Valentine Collection. d=19.5 - 20.5 mm. ; w=1.75 gr.

This is the most difficult of the three to decipher. The reverse is fairly confidently
read, though the ya* and nin of lidin must have been engraved below the line, A
floral design at the top is similar to that of another coin of Abli Bakr and one be-
longing to Ozbek . The first line of the obverse seems to read Abi Bakr with the
widir of the word AbQl and « Bakr » clear, even though the rd* of the latter is not at-
tached to the kif. At the end of the line the visible traces look like two wdios written
vertically, followed by an alif . .. The three visible letters of the second line can
be read as the 24", bd" and kif of (O)zbek, or, less likely, the rd* and lam dal of
(al-Négi)r lidin, the yd" nln being worn away, followed by what looks like an Allih
written vertically. The reading al-Niwir scems improbable since the caliph's name
already appears on the reverse (unless of course that too is a faulty reading). One
is also surprised to see n joint issue struck by the brothers Abl Bakr and Ozbek,
for at least one source indicates that they were not on good terms @, Yet in the face
of 0 common enemy, for example their stepbrother Qutlugh Inanch, they may
have worked together ; this would require a minting before Qutlugh’s death in 591/
1195, a not impossible circumstance,

41, Numismatie Hislory, Eldigizld Corpus, 351, 354-350, no, 47,

42. For AbQ Bakr, Numbimatle History, J0-341, no. 388, a coln in the Staatliche Museon, Berlin,
Manzkabinell, no. 12, access. Guihrie J20/1885, & plaster casl of which Is In Lhe ANS ; for
Oabek, ibid., 301, no. 50A, a coin In Copenhagen, wrongly attribuled to AbO Bakr, J. strup,
Catalogie des monnales arabes ¢l turgues di Cabinel Rogal des Médailles du Musde National
de Copenhague (1038), 103, no. 1848, A varlant s Wustrated by Musheghyan, op. eid. (above
n. 18), pl. 16, fig. 108, as appearing on a coln of Shams al-Dia (87, ne. 125),

43, Juvaini, op. eil. (nbove n. 14) I, 308, informs us that in 509/1195.8, « The atabey (z-beg came
te him from Aserbaljan having fled from his brother. The Sultan |Tekish] recelved him with
hanour and bestowed Hamadan upon him s,
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Though this coin is the least certain of the group, one feels compelled to place it
together with the other two for several reasons. First in terms of size, weight,
and epigraphy it is related to No. 2; by ita color, texture, thinness, and baseness,
it is quite like both Nos. 1 and 2. Additionally, the size and spacing of the letters
in Nos, 2 and 3 are very similar to those of No. 1 and in any case not smaller or less |
therefore, they were probably engraved on normal size dies, but stamped on planchets
about half the size of No, 1.

The sources say little about such coins, unless they are the barbarous dinars
spoken of by al-Nasawl when relating that in one year the Khwiirazmshiih Jalil al-
Din (617/1220-628/1231) collected 200,000 « barbaric dindirs » in neighboring Shir-
viin ¥, Since we know of no gold struck there, perhaps this is a reference to coins
such as these base pleces. However, it would seem that the high number quoted by
Nasawl would militate against their being our scarce items.

L]
LI

Thus far these base dinars are unique. None are known to be in other western
collections, nor are there any in the vast holdings of the Hermitage Museum in
Leningrad, nor in Armenia or Adharbiiyjin, nor in the major Istanbul collections *,
Where exactly Valentine originally acquired his pieces (Nos. 2 and 3) is not known,
but at least No. 1, the largest and best preserved coin, cotme from Iran, It is probably
there, especially in hoards from northwestern al-Jibil and Adharbiiyjin, that one
might hope for more to come to light, Iranian collections which have not yet been
examined thoroughly for these varieties may also yield new examples,

If these coins or any one of them, can be securely attributed to the Eldigiizid Abi
Bakr, and if they reveal something which the historical texts fail to report : namely
Abil Bakr's claiming the title and prevogatives of sultan for himself and his dynasty,
then once again the numismatic data help us understand better the confused inter-
nal affairs of this area in this very difficult period. The evidence also helps enrich

44, al-MNasawl, Siral al-suljdn Jaldl al-Din Mangubernl, ed, and trans, 0. Hovoas, Hisleire du
Sallan Djelal ed-Din Mankebirtl, 3 wols., (1881, 18085), text, 173-174.

45, The wuthor was able Lo consult briefly the eollsetions in the Hermilage Museum, the Archasolo-
gieal Museum and Yapl ve Kredl Bankasi in Istanbul, and the State Historical Museum In
Krevan. ‘The Curalor of Colns of Lhe latter museum, Kl Musheghyan, has personally Informed
me after examining pholographs of Lhese colnd and roading the appropriate ssetion ln Na-
midasrialie History, that no such eolns are known In Soviet collections, None are reporied In
any of the works of Pakhomov, and there s no mention of them in M. A. Selfeddinl, Mo
netnoe delo v Averbaidehana v XIT peevol polorine X V oo, unpublished doctoral dissertation,
8 vols., Instiiut Istorll Akad, Nauk Aszer. 8. 8. 1., Baku (1060), which | was able to consult
In Erevan in 1970,
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the profile of those typically sixth/twelfth century Seljuk figures, the atabegs *.
From military slaves they became generals and then guardians of the Seljuk princes.
Shams al-Din Eldigiiz went n step further by establishing joint sultan-atabeg rule,
the dyarchy. Ultimately under his descendents Quzil Arslan and Abii Bakr, the
dynasty aspired to the highest political office in the contemporary Islamic world,
coveting complete control of the lands of western Iran. The atabegs became sultans.
But by then the title had lost its value and glitter, just as these base dinars have
lost theirs. The Seljuk sultanate in Iran had been reduced to a small state in its
last years ; like the caliphate, it commanded respect for its political authority only
in the districts under its direct control.

In the years before the end of the sixth/twelfth century, the atabegate was divided ;
the sultanate had been ill for a long time ; the caliphate was vainly trying to regain
a political role which it had been deprived of for nearly 300 years . Dy 607/1211
when atabeg Ozbek inherited AbO Bakr's provinces ®, any thought of sultanate
was little more than a nostalgic dream. To be sure Abl Bakr in his last years had
defeated the family’s long time enemy the Ahmadili and taken Marigha and the
lands west of Lake Urmia ®, but for the most part Eldigiizid lands were conlined
to Arriin and Adharbiyjin, and even these areas were no longer completely secure
nor tolally under the central government's direction, The greal cities of al-Jibil —
Rayy, Isfahin, Hamadin — were lost forever. To the north the Georgians under
the strong leadership of Queen T amar and her Armenlan generals Ivané and Zak “aré
Mkhagrdzell, were already claiming Armenin as their own and would soon be threatening
Adharbilyjin itself ®, The various amirs given ig/d's by Pahlaviin, the Pahlawi-
niyah of the sources, were also continuing to deny the atabeg monolithic control
in his own lands ®, Already by the death of Sultan Tughnl, new political entities

46. On the Institution see Gl Cahen, « Atibak o, EI*; I, Képraln, Ata, Tsldm Ansiklopedeosi |
el Kouymjlan, op. cil. (nbove n. 2), 113-114,

47. The most recent work on the attempt of reviving eallphal politleal power culminaling under
al-MNiagir 18 H. Mason, Two Stalesren of Medisoal Islam, The Hague-Paris (1072), Part 11,
Caliph an-Niglr le Din Alldh, 60-140, with bibllegraphy (141-148) clting the sources and earlier
Hteratura.

48. He had alresdy been ruling sporadically as early as 502/1196-8 in Hamadin (see nole 43 above)

and other arens of northern al-Jibil after 000/1200-4 | Bosworth, op. eil. (above n. 6) ; fdem,

GH I B, 183, Luther, ep, eil. (above n. B), 400-401,

On Almadill-Eldigieid relatlons see V. Mironsky, « o EI', « Alymadili s, EIY,

On Uhe serles of ralds and counler-ralds made by Al B-IIM:‘I?I.IM‘NDIII, Minorsky, Studies

in Caucasfan History, London (1063), 101-108 ; W.E.D. Allen, A Historg of the Georgian

People, (1033 ; reprint 1671), 107-108. On the Mkhagrdzells in genoral, with a collection of

Inseriptions, colophons and texts on them from Armeonlan sources, G. Yovadp ean (Hoveeplan),

Xalbaksnk® kam Phodeank’ Hapoe® palinul’ean med” (| Khaghbakians or Proshiane in Armenian

Hintory), 3nd and complete edition, Antellas (1000),

51, Luther, op. ell. (above n, 5), passim.

g8
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within the home territories of Arrin and Adharbiyjin, theoretically under vassal
status to the Lldigiizids — the Bishkin Maliks of Ahar and an unidentified vassal —
were oxercising such autonomous power as the striking of eoins *,

But all of this was a very temporary state of affairs. The Khwirazmshih Jalil
al-Din, fleeing before the Mongol onslaught ;was to give the final coup de grdee to
the Eldigiizid as well as their vassals. Ozbek was imprisoned and finally died in
622/1225 shortly after his wife was taken by the Khwirazmshih ®, His deaf-mute
son Khiimish and grandson Nugrat languished as émigrés, finding refuge with the
Seljuks of Riim ™, The subsequent Mongel defeat of the Khwirazmshihs and their
long term occupation of these areas, guaranteed that no atlempt at reviving the
atabegate or sultanate could succeed.

6. The earllest known coin of Bishkin b, Mubamouad dales Lo 501/1194:5, and the latext 62312326 ;
Bishkinld Corpus, Numismatle Hislory, 378-400, The unidentified vassal seems to orlginate
from MOqhn where most of his colns have been found ; Uhe Kinown lssues mention Lhe name
of the atabeg Ab0 Bakr and the Caliph al-Nagie, bul bear no dates, (bid,, 415-418.

b, al-Jduvaini, op. efl. (above n. 14) T1, 434-430 ; Lhe narrative (426) clalma a non-violent death,
+ An inlernal pain, which was {rremiediable, was aggravaled by this external cause, and on
that very day, out of grief and chagrin, he dellvered up Uhe ghost »

64. Nugrat al-Din b, Khiamish was appolated a commander of Tabreiz and Adharbiyjan by the
Mongals ea, B44/LM8, Juvaini, op. ell. (above n. 14), 11, 611, but we hear nothing more about
it or other Eldigheld atabegs after Uhls | see Numismatie Nistorg, 205-204, 363-364 ; Minorsky,
o Uzbak o, EI' and o Abmadilis o, E1% ; Bosworth, op. ¢il. (above n, 0),
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