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THE ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
PRESENTS

‘“THE HORRORS OF ADANA: REVOLUTION AND
VIOLENCE IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY”’
BY

DR. BEDROSS DER MATOSSIAN

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA, LINCOLN

In April 1909, two waves of massacres shook the province of Adana, located in the southern
Anatolia region of modern-day Turkey, killing more than 20,000 Armenians and 2,000 Mus-
lims. The central Ottoman government failed to prosecute the main culprits, a miscarriage
of justice that would have repercussions for years to come. Despite the significance of these
events and the extent of violence and destruction, the Adana Massacres are often left out of
historical narratives. The Horrors of Adana offers one of the first close examinations of these
events, analyzing sociopolitical and economic transformations that culminated in a cataclysm
of violence.

Bedross Der Matossian provides voice and agency to all involved in the massacres —perpetra-
tors, victims, and bystanders. on primary sources in a dozen languages, he develops an inter-
disciplinary approach to understand the rumors and emotions, public spheres and humanitarian
interventions that together informed this complex event. Ultimately, through consideration
of the Adana Massacres in micro-historical detail, this book offers an important macrocosmic understanding of ethnic
violence, illuminating how and why ordinary people can become perpetrators.

Bedross Der Matossian is Associate Professor of History at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. He is the author of
Shattered Dreams of Revolution: From Liberty to Violence in the Late Ottoman Empire (Stanford, 2014). Der Matossian
is President of the Society for Armenian Studies.

Friday, August 26, 2022 « 7:00PM

IN PERSON
Smittcamp Alumni House, 2625 E. Matoian Way, Fresno State

Use the Shaw/Maple entrance. Free Parking in Lot P1 or P2-Permits are not required

Copies of The Horrors of Adana

will be available for sale at the presentation.

. Also streamed on YouTube on the Armenian Studies channel: .

bit.ly/larmenianstudiesyoutube




