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THE ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM AND
THE LEON S. PETERS FUND PRESENT

““HERITAGE IN PERIL: SAFEGUARDING
ARTSAKH’S CULTURAL MONUMENTS

IN THE AFTERMATH OF INVASION’’
BY

SIMON M AGHAKYAN

INVESTIGATIVE RESEARCHER AND CULTURAL HERITAGE DEFENDER

The last Armenian prayer in Artsakh was held at Dadivank on October 1,2023,
following Azerbaijan’s invasion and ethnic cleansing of Nagorno-Karabakh.
What happens to the monuments that Armenians had to leave behind? What can
stakeholders do to prevent the scenario of Nakhichevan, where in 1997-2006
® Azerbaijan eradicated the entire known inventory of Armenian Christian heri-
tage? The talk will discuss current monitoring efforts and explore pathways for
raising the cost of destruction to Azerbaijan and creating sustainable incentives
| for preserving Artsakh’s cultural monuments.

Simon Maghakyan is an investigative researcher and cultural heritage defender. He
is a Ph.D. candidate in heritage crime at Great Britain’s Defense Academy (Cranfield
University), a Community Scholar at the University of Denver, a Visiting Scholar at Tufts University, and an incoming
Postdoctoral Fellow at Oxford University’s Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies. Maghakyan’s investigative ex-
posés on Azerbaijan’s state-sponsored erasure of Armenian cultural heritage have been cited at the International Court of
Justice and praised as “rock solid” by The Guardian. His writing has been featured in numerous news outlets, including
Time, The Wall Street Journal, and The Washington Post, and he has appeared, among other outlets, on Democracy Now!
and the BBC. Maghakyan’s recent collaborative investigation in New Lines Magazine exposed the secret Azerbaijani
facility that served as a basis for “concentration camp” fears in Nagorno-Karabakh in 2023.

Monday, January 29, 2024 « 7:00PM (California Time)

VIRTUAL PRESENTATION ON ZOOM
Zoom Link: https//bit.ly/armenianstudiessimonmaghakyan

Also streamed on YouTube on the Armenian Studies channel:

bit.ly/larmenianstudiesyoutube

For more information about upcoming events contact
. the Armenian Studies Program at 559-278-2669. | J .

http://fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies




