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Meet Our Playwright 

Lojo Simon wrote the play “Lemonade Stand” after visiting Fresno State University. She was inspired by 
the variety of cultures and peoples here in the Central Valley and also with the agriculture.  She worked to 
together with Fresno State University’s Theatre Education Professor and Theatre for Young Audiences 
Director, Nicola Olsen to develop the script. She interviewed many people on the Freno State Campus in 
order to write in cultural detail about the three children, Doua, Alec, and Dani.  This script had been in 
devleopment at Fresno State for the last two years including a staged reading.  It is so excited to see a 
play for young people about the people who live in Fresno on the stage! 
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Play Summary: 

In Fresno California live three kids Doua, Alec, and Dani, all from different cultures and backgrounds. 
Doua is of Hmong decent, Alec is of Armenian as well as being deaf, and Dani is from Oaxaca, Mexican 
decent. All three of these kids, with their different sets of skills and heritage, try to outcompete each 
other in order to sell the most lemonade. Through their competitions with one another, they are taught 
about the struggles each of them has gone through and how they are connected to their family culture 
and background. Ultimately learning the importance of honoring the past and carrying the teachings on 
towards the future.  

After learning about the messages and teaching from their ancestors, the kids cannot decide who should 
stay selling lemonade or who should leave. After more competition and math, the kids meet a business 
owner named Max. After one final competition, the kids learn that instead of fighting each other to see 
who's the best, they should instead combine their strength in order to create one big business that 
showcases everyone's talents and that is built off the friendship the kids have formed and the cultures 
they have learned about. Max agrees to help the kids on their new business venture, willing to guide and 
mentor them as they navigate their new business together now as friends instead of competitors.  
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Main Themes of Lemonade Stand 

Lojo Simon, the playwright of “Lemonade Stand” had many important themes in mind as she wrote the 
play.  As a class you could discuss themes the students noticed as they watched.   

Here is a theme that the cast felt was particularly important and one that they have been exploring 
throughout production. 

In the play Lemonade Stand we see the theme of, “accepting others for who they are regardless of their 
backgrounds”.  

This is an important message to know about because of how many different people we are surrounded by 
everyday of our lives. Through these interactions it’s important to understand their backgrounds and 
accept them so they can feel welcome and that they belong. We all wanna belong and feel accepted by 
the people around us, so tearing others down is not a way that we can make ourselves and others feel 
better. Instead of tearing each other down by hurtful words and messages, we should instead accept 
each other and lift each other up in order to make something better just as we saw with Lemonade Stand.  

In Lemonade Stand we see the three kids over the course of the play struggling with the idea of who 
should leave the coroner and who should stay. It isn't until after they all go through their cultures and help 
from Max they realize that instead of fighting each other, they should accept each other for their 
differences and help each other make something better. That is how they come up with the stand 
together which is made completely off of friendship and accepting others for who they are.  
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The Hmong People 

 

Origins:  

The Hmong people originated in China around 4000-3000 BCE near the Yellow and Yangtze River, they were 

more of the farming life of China throughout those years. After thousands of years the Hmong people struggled 

hard to get their independence with imperial China as they took over smaller kingdoms and minor ethnicities to 

make China unite as one country. During the 1800s, they moved to Laos, Vietnam, Myanmar. 

 

 

Vietnam War and Immigration to Other Countries: 

The Vietnam War happened during 1955 to 1975 where North and South Vietnam fought against each other 

with their allies with China and USSR supporting North Vietnam while any anti-communist nations and the 

U.S. supported South Vietnam. The Hmong people escaped through the jungles of Laos with many refugees to 

Thailand pass between the Mekong River. While they stayed there, they had their education and had the 

opportunity to move to a different country like the U.S., France, Australia and a couple of other countries. 

 

Citations: Hmong Timeline: https://www.mnhs.org/hmong/hmong-timeline  

 

 

https://www.mnhs.org/hmong/hmong-timeline
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Oaxaca Mexico 
 
In The Lemonade Stand by Lojo Simon, the 
character Dani experiences significant 
personal and 
cultural change. Dani is from Oaxaca, 
Mexico, and her family’s ancestry is deeply 
rooted there. 
Understanding Oaxaca’s history and culture 
helps students better understand Dani’s 
identity, 
values, and the challenges she faces in the 
play. 
 
Oaxaca was officially established as a 
Spanish colonial city in 1529 and was 
originally named 
Antequera by order of Hernán Cortés. 
Despite Spanish colonization, Oaxaca has 
remained one of 
the most culturally rich and Indigenous-
centered regions in Mexico. It is recognized as one of the 
most linguistically diverse areas in the Americas, with 16 officially recognized Indigenous 
languages, as well as many regional language variants. Some of the most widely spoken 
Indigenous languages include Zapotec, Mixtec, Mazatec, Mixe, Chinantec, Triqui, and Chatino. 
This linguistic diversity reflects the strong presence and continuity of Indigenous communities in 
the region. 
 
Oaxaca is also well known for its traditional cuisine and cultural practices. The region is famous 
for its seven distinct types of mole, complex sauces made from combinations of chilies, spices, 
seeds, and sometimes chocolate. Oaxaca is also a major center for artisanal mezcal, a traditional 
agave-based spirit that has been produced for generations. Food in Oaxaca often plays an 
important role in family life, celebrations, and cultural identity. 
 
Traditional clothing in Oaxaca further reflects its Indigenous heritage. Garments are typically 
handwoven, colorful, and region-specific. One of the most iconic traditional garments for women 
is the huipil, a loose-fitting cotton tunic adorned with intricate embroidery. Designs often feature 
birds, flowers, and symbols inspired by local flora and fauna. These patterns vary by community 
and may represent Zapotec, Mixtec, or Chinantec traditions, emphasizing ancestry, nature, and 
regional identity. 
 
Providing students with this background allows them to better understand Dani’s cultural roots 
and the significance of change, identity, and belonging in The Lemonade Stand. This context can 
support discussions about migration, adaptation, and the importance of cultural heritage.  
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Aztec Eagle Coloring Activity 

After learning some facts about the Aztec Eagle from the previous page, discuss the following ideas and 
then color this page. 

• The Aztec Eagle was important to the ancient Aztec people and the Bald Eagle is important to the 
American people today.  Why do you think eagles are good symbols to represent both of these 
powerful nations? 

• How does an eagle represent you? Or how does it not? 
• If you could pick a bird to represent you class or school, what might you choose and why? 
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Armenian Culture 

 

Armenian culture is a resilient, ancient heritage rooted in Christianity (dating to 301 AD) and strong family 
values. Centered on hospitality, it features rich traditions, including the Vardavar water festival, 
intricate khachkars (cross-stones), and the haunting melodies of the duduk instrument. Key elements 
include vibrant music, dance, and a cuisine famous for lavash bread and dolma.  

Key Aspects of Armenian Culture: 

• Family & Social Life: Family is central, with close-knit intergenerational relationships. Hospitality 
is paramount, treating guests with extreme warmth. 

• Religion & History: As the first nation to adopt Christianity, churches and monasteries are 
crucial. Mount Ararat is a national symbol representing heritage and identity. 

• Arts & Music:  Traditional Armenian music often features the duduk (apricot wood wind 
instrument), along with folk songs and dances like the  Kochari  The culture is also known for 
manuscript illustration, stone carving, and rug weaving 

• Language: The unique Armenian alphabet, created in 405 AD, is a pillar of national identity. 

• Cuisine: Deeply traditional, featuring ingredients like pomegranate and apricot. Key staples 
include lavash (thin flatbread) and matnakash (leavened bread), alongside dishes like dolma 
(stuffed grape leaves) and Khorovats (barbecue). 

 

 

 

https://www.orexca.com/armenia/culture.htm
https://armenia.travel/about-armenia/armenian-culture/
https://statemag.state.gov/2020/04/0420pom/
https://www.advantour.com/armenia/culture/facts.htm
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/armenian-culture-history
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xum7r8DJGEg
https://absolutearmenia.com/armenian-culture/
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